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THE STANDARD ONLINE 
NOVEMBER 29 2018 

 
The Warrnambool Gift has combined with 
the WAVE school for the construction of 
their podium 

 
Sean Hardeman 
 

 
FAST FINISH: Warrnambool Gift committee members (back l-r) Roger Kennedy, Rob Duynhoven and 
Richard Wearmouth. (front) Gill Hayden pictured with the events new podium. Picture: Morgan 
Hancock 
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WARRNAMBOOL College’s WAVE school student’s handy work will ensure the first 
champions of the Warrnambool Gift stand proud on its steps.  

Two students, a male and female, from the alternative education program approached the 
Warrnambool Gift committee to lend a hand for the fourth staging of the Victorian Athletic 
League event, which runs at Friendly Societies Park on Saturday.  

The students and their teacher aid Darren Pearce built the podium that all the winners of 
the nine-event program will stand on to receive their winners medals.  

“It’s a great effort by them,” Richard Wearmouth, the President of Warrnambool Gift 
Committee Incorporated, said of the builders handy work. 

“The wave school was something we didn’t bank on but we had to get a podium done 
and they have helped us out and really appreciate it.” 

Pearce said the WAVE school is about giving back to the community and the Gift’s 
podium was one of many projects the students are involved in.  

“When someone from the Gift approached us and said ‘can you guys build this for us?’ 
and a couple of kids put their hand up and said they would love to do it,” he said. 

“It wasn’t a hard project for them to complete and they enjoyed making it.”  
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THE STANDARD ONLINE 
JUNE 19 2018 

 
Students from Warrnambool's WAVE 
school visited nine different south-west 
employers as part of training to secure a 
job in the future 

 
Rachael Houlihan 
 

 
INSIGHTS: Students from Warrnambool's WAVE school visited nine different south-west employers as 
part of training to secure a job in the future.  
 
Warrnambool’s WAVE school students have received an insight into what it takes to 
secure a job, with a series of visits to south-west employers. 
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Pupils visited nine businesses over two weeks as part of a training and 
education program delivered in partnership with South West Local Learning and 
Education Network (SWLLEN). 

Students gained an insight into the automotive technology and car sales, agriculture, 
retail, corporate business and hospitality industries at sessions at Clinton Baulch Nissan 
and Kia, Jean Jail, Bunnings, the Flying Horse Bar and Bistro, Shirley and John Harlock’s 
dairy farm, Badeness Rural, Coastal Tyres, Crossfit Gym and South West Kitchens. 

The business owners and managers explained to students what they wanted in 
employees. 

Warrnambool’s Trey Rodgers, 14, said he had enjoyed visiting a range of workplaces.  

“My mum and dad and I have always had conversations about attitudes and what is 
expected in work places,” he said. 

“It’s given me lots of information on how to talk to employers and what they are 
expecting. All the little things add up to the big things.” 

Trey said the hospitality industry had caught his eye. 

“I love cooking,” he said. 

“I know it’s a hard industry though. It’s not for everyone.” 

Trey said one thing he had learnt was how employers respected their staff. 

“They know their staff’s wife and kids names and share a tight bond with them,” he said. 

WAVE school teacher Damian Farley said the students were learning transferable skills. 

“It’s real-world learning,” he said. 

“They are asking questions in the workplace and making connections with potential 
employees. We are hugely grateful to all the businesses that allowed us to come and to 
SWLLEN for helping open the doors.” 

The students will now undertake mock job interviews to practise their newfound skills.    
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On Tuesday evening this week I had the privilege of being part of the 
audience at the WAVE school family reunion night – a celebration of the 
‘incomplete history’ of 44 years of alternate learning education in 
Warrnambool.  The care and attention that the WAVE students put into their 
collection of the history of WAVE was simply stunning, and to have pulled in 
all together in 5 short weeks was an incredible demonstration of persistence, 
resilience and mutual respect.  I am so proud of everything that the WAVE 
school does for our Warrnambool Community and all that our WAVE 
students achieve. 
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THE STANDARD ONLINE 
MARCH 1 2018 

 
WAVE School puts call out for past 
teachers and students to get in touch 
Madeleine McNeil 
 
More than 40 years after his teaching career began in Warrnambool, Chris Szaday has 
returned from Switzerland to lead a history project where it all started.  

Mr Szaday worked at the Warrnambool Technical School annex, now the Warrnambool 
Alternative VCAL Education School (WAVE) and said he made the trip because he wanted 
to give back to the community that gave him so much.  

Mr Szaday has returned to lead a group of students who are working on a project to 
document more than 40 years of alternative education at the school.  

 
Celebration: WAVE School students Nikki Edwards, Monique English, Danielle McKenzie-Sturgess, 
Coedan Gruar and Chris Szaday who travelled from Switzerland to lead the history project. They are 
pictured with some of the prompts they will use when interviewing past staff and students. Picture: 
Morgan Hancock 
 
The students will interview and film past students and staff about their memories and 
experiences which will be screened in March at an event, alongside a document and 
artifact display. The school’s founder Les Cameron is just one of many alumni to be 
interviewed this week.   
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The school has had various names including the Warrnambool Community School and 
the Warrnambool Alternative School.  

“I took more from the Warrnambool community or kids than I gave back then so now it’s 
like coming back and giving something back and closing the circle,” Mr Szaday said. “I’ve 
been out of Australia for 26 years so it’s nice finishing where it all started. It’s fantastic. I 
really love it here. The kids taught me more than I taught them.” 

The group working on the project hope to highlight the benefits of attending the school, 
how it has helped them, its small class sizes and family-like atmosphere.  

They also want to raise awareness about WAVE, a sub-campus of Warrnambool College 
which offers a VCAL program for 15 to 19-year-old students who need an alternative to 
mainstream school settings.  

 

“It’s gone under different names and was hosted by different schools,” Mr Szaday 
said. “Unfortunately we don’t have access to (the former) Henna Street (school). We 
would have liked to take people back there. When you see the building, when you smell 
the building all the memories come back but unfortunately we can’t. We’re also after any 
stories from 72 Henna Street back before it was a school.”  

Teacher aid Colleen Square has worked at WAVE for the past six years and has seen the 
change in the students who made the move from a mainstream school.  

“It takes a special person to work at a place like this,” Ms Square said. “At the end of the 
day it’s not just a job for us, this is personal. We love our kids. The kids we work with are 
our number one priority, it’s always been like that.”  
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Nikki Edwards, 17, said she liked working with teachers one-on-one which helped 
her build relationships with them. “It’s a smaller school so we’re closer to our teachers 
and they’re a massive help.”  

Nikki is enjoying the audiovisual project so far. “I love it, it’s fun. I’m massively into 
English.” 

Monique English, 17, enjoys the smaller classes and said she was able to access more 
help at WAVE after falling behind in mainstream school when she was sick. “For me 
WAVE was a second chance to be able to finish my schooling,” Monique said.  

Anyone who would like to share their story, photos or any memorabilia is asked to 
contact Stacey Byron on 5562 9279 or email byron.stacey.r@edumail.vic.gov.au before 
Friday, March 9. 
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THE STANDARD ONLINE 
SEPTEMBER 5 2016 

 
Wave school students to host pop-up 
shop 
Matt Neal 
 

STUDENTS from Warrnambool’s Wave School will get a crash course in running their 
own business next week. 

The pop-up shop at 101 Liebig Street will be the culmination of a term’s worth of work for 
the students, co-ordinator Damian Farley said. 

Students had to design and manufacture their own products, with many of them having 
to learn new skills to make their wares. They had to do so without the help of the internet, 
as the school’s new home is yet to be connected by the Department of Education. 

 
LET'S GO SHOPPING: Wave School students (from left) Ben Tate, Mitchell Zwiers and Sarah 
Hancocks with some of the wares they'll be selling at their pop-up shop next week. Picture: Vicky 
Hughson 
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“There was a lot of hands-on learning,” Mr Farley said. 

“There were a range of design and creativity outcomes, as well as marketing, customer 
service and workplace-related skills. The brief was ‘can you think of a product someone 
will buy, and can you design it and can you manufacture it?’. It had to be a good-enough 
quality and able to be reproduced – they couldn’t make just one.” 

Jewellery, t-shirts, clocks, candle-holders, furniture and more will be on sale from 
September 13-15. 
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THE STANDARD ONLINE 
MAY 16 2016 
 

Basalt to Bay Landcare Network awarded 
$46,930 federal grant for agricultural 
sustainability 
Steff Wills 
 

 
Launch: Member for Wannon Dan Tehan hammers the first signpost of the shelterbelt project with 
Basalt to Bay Landcare Network's Tim Bligh. Picture: Rob Gunstone 
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Lines of rare, native vegetation will become the new tracks of the former Woolsthorpe 
Railway siding. 

The neglected native, woody grassland will host a shelterbelt showcase for south-west 
farmers interested in the crop-protection method. 

Incumbent member for Wannon Dan Tehan attended a walk-through of the land to 
announce Basalt to Bay Landcare Network as winners of a $46,930 federal grant, and 
to launch the project. 

Farmers using shelterbelts will see the practical and cost benefits of using various 
species, native to Victoria.  

Mr Tehan said it was encouraging to see the passion of so many involved in the project. 

“These shelterbelts are a win-win,” he said.  

“They’re great for the environment, great for farmers and great for the education of our 
youth.” 

Mr Tehan hoped the project would be the start of something that would spread across 
the nation. 

Basalt to Bay Landcare Network facilitator Lisette Mill said they were excited to get work 
under way. 

“It’s been a long time coming,” she said. “There were a lot of applicants for this grant and 
after more than four years of begging we’ve got it.” 

Ms Mill said while the use of shelterbelts was nothing new, this project offered a range 
of benefits. 

“We have the opportunity to improve the native land, improve farmer awareness of costs 
and techniques and to build the skills of local youth,” she said.  

“We haven’t had the opportunity to do something like this before.” 

Students from South West Conservation and Land Management Class will work 
with Warrnambool Alternative VCAL Education School students to build, plant and 
monitor the project for the next 18 months.  

“We have the chance to give young people practical skills and more employment 
opportunities,” Ms Mill said.   

Signage will give details of the project to farmers who are interested in using alternative 
species of vegetation to achieve shade and shelter. 

The Basalt to Bay Landcare Network partnered with Victrack, Landcare Australia, CFA, 
WAVE School, South West TAFE, Leadership Great South Coast and Worn Gundidj to 
bring the project to life. 

“We are immensely grateful to everyone involved in the project,” Ms Mill said.  
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THE STANDARD ONLINE 
MAY 13 2016 

 
Warrnambool's Rotary East Club lends its 
support to youth in the form of $20,000 
Rebecca Riddle 
 
The Rotary Club of East Warrnambool took some of the pressure off local youth groups 
this week by distributing the $20,000 efforts of their annual fundraising. 

The contributions, which were up $4,000 from last year, were distributed between The 
Clontarf Academy, South West LLEN, Standing Tall, the Wave School, Great South Coast 
Science Challenge and the East Warrnambool Neighbourhood House. 

 
Beneficiaries: (back L-R) Mick Riddle from Clontarf Academy, Rotary Youth Vocational Director Mike 
Bellamy, Gerry Quinn from Deakin University, Denise Len from South West Local Learning and 
Employment Network (SWLLEN), (front L-R) Mike Toone from Standing Tall, Sharon Umbers from 
Warrnambool Neighbourhood Community Centre, and Damian Farley from the WAVE School. Picture: 
Amy Paton 
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The funds raised were an accumulation of the many projects they undertook throughout 
the 2015/16 year. 

Rotarian Michael Bellamy said he hoped the donations will continue to benefit such 
worthy causes. 

“We have chosen organisations we believe are doing great things in the community and 
deserve extra funding,” he said. 
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THE	STANDARD	ONLINE	
MAY	13	2016	

 
Funding for shelter 
 

 
Lisette Mill 

STAKEHOLDERS have joined to gain funding for a local environmental project. Basalt to 
Bay Landcare Network facilitator Lisette Mill is driving the project, which will focus on 
helping landholders to learn how to build better shade and shelter using local native 
species. The Landcare network is partnering with Victrack, Landcare Australia, CFA, 
WAVE School, South West TAFE, Leadership Great South Coast, Worn Gundidj, and 
landholders to deliver the project. 
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THE STANDARD ONLINE 
APRIL 22 2016 

 
Youthlaw visit Warrnambool to explain 
legal implications of cyber bullying and 
sexting. 
Madeleine McNeil  
 

Online behaviour can have serious consequences in the real world. 

This was one of the messages presented to parents and young people at online safety 
sessions in Warrnambool this week.  

 
 

Melbourne Youthlaw outreach lawyer Jo Ellis spoke about the legal implications of cyber 
bullying, sexting and consent in the sessions, presented in conjunction 
with Warrnambool headspace.  

Ms Ellis said today’s teens, and their parents, were the first generation to tackle social 
media issues growing up and the challenges it presented.  

“Sending messages or taking, keeping or sharing sexual images on your phone or online 
can be illegal. It can still be illegal even if the people in the pictures agree,” Ms Ellis said. 

“If those messages involve child pornography or cyber bullying, there can be serious legal 
consequences.” 

She said it was important young people, and the adults supporting them, were well 
informed about the law and their rights so they could make good decisions.  

“It might seem harmless to send photos of yourself to someone, or funny to share 
embarrassing pictures of your friends, but when these images find their way online they 
can be really difficult to remove,” Ms Ellis said.  
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“Not only can this be very distressing, and increase the risk of mental health problems 
like depression or anxiety, it can harm your job prospects and reputation into the future.” 

She said a common occurrence was when a young person shared a private picture of 
themselves with a boyfriend or girlfriend, which was shared with others or online.  

Another example was when a young person is bullied relentlessly or sent threatening 
messages online, often by other students at school.  

“Not only are these types of behaviours extremely harmful for the victim, they can also be 
illegal,” Ms Ellis said. 

“Ultimately the police have discretion over whether to lay charges, but if a person is found 
guilty of offences relating to circulating a private image or stalking, for example, they can 
get a criminal record and if the offence relates to images of a child, they may be put on 
the sex offenders register.  

“These things can impact your ability to get a job, get a working with children check and 
travel overseas,” she warned. 

Emmanuel College teacher Susannah Gleeson said it was fantastic that the session was 
available to regional students. 

“Having a solicitor explain to the students the future implications of sending what they 
may deem a harmless text, was invaluable,” Ms Gleeson said.  

She said the students were engaged because they could relate to the social media 
scenarios. 

“I think they appreciated being told the boundaries and consequences of their possible 
actions when using social media.” 

WAVE School teacher Tim Kelly said the students found the session informative, 
particularly the laws around sexting and cyber bullying, that they were unaware of. 

“In the past we had problems with Facebook fights and inappropriate texting and this 
was seen as an excellent opportunity to know exactly where students stand within the 
law," Mr Kelly said.  

Ms Ellis said while parents and carers could feel they lacked the knowledge or experience 
to support their children, she said the Warrnambool community was proactive. 

She said local schools, organisations such as Brophy, headspace and the police were 
working to educate families and Youthlaw was pleased to be involved. 

It was important for young people and parents to know that the law was there to protect 
young people online and support was available, she said. 

While it was tough for young people to deal with the consequences of cyber bullying or 
sexting, she encouraged young people to speak to an adult they trusted. 

“The workers at headspace Warrnambool and eheadspace have a lot of experience in 
these areas and can support young people to access the right help,” Ms Ellis said. 
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“Young people can also contact lawyers directly for help. You can access free and 
confidential legal advice from Youthlaw (by phone on 9611 2412, via skype 
from headspace Warrnambool or by email to:legal@youthlaw.asn.au) or Victoria Legal Aid 
on 1300 792 387 or the office at 185 Fairy Street, Warrnambool).  

“In serious cases, or when you feel unsafe, you should report your concerns to the 
police,” Ms Ellis said. 
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THE STANDARD ONLINE 
APRIL 15 2016 

 
Parents to learn about the legal 
implications of cyber bullying and sexting 
Madeleine McNeil  
 
 

 
The legal implications of cyber bullying and sexting will be explained to parents in Warrnambool on 
Tuesday.  
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The legal implications of cyber bullying and sexting will be explained to parents in 
Warrnambool on Tuesday.  

Parents concerned about their childrens online safety can learn more at a free information 
session in Warrnambool on Tuesday. 

Youthlaw outreach lawyer Jo Ellis will discuss the legal implications around issues such 
as cyber bullying and sexting.  

Headspace Warrnambool community awareness and engagement co-ordinator Karen 
Walsh said the session would include information parents needed to be aware of.  

Ms Walsh said Ms Ellis would explain the laws, how they applied to young people and 
how to access legal help. 

Ms Ellis will also conduct mid-week student workshops at Emmanuel College and the 
WAVE School. 

The parent session will be held at the Brophy Community and Youth Complex, Timor 
St at 7.30pm.  

To register or for more information contact Karen on 5561 8888. 
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THE STANDARD ONLINE 
OCTOBER 14 2015  

 
Warrnambool workshop tackles trauma in 
region's youth 
Kate Zwagerman  
 
Students with physical, emotional and mental health problems are an increasing concern 
in south-west schools. 

A workshop in Warrnambool next week is aiming to tackle the issues and help schools 
better deal with students suffering from untreated trauma. 

The free event is organised through the Regional Engagement Expansion Project, an 
initiative of South West Local Learning and Employment Network, and the Department of 
Education, which is using the Hands On Learning program to better engage students. 
South West Local Learning and Employment Network chief executive Toni Jenkins said 
more children were showing signs of trauma. 

“That means they’re not ready to learn, which impacts on all students,” she 
said. “Schools have always had children who misbehave but report they haven’t 
previously seen so many students suffering from the physical, emotional or mental health 
problems like they are now.” 

Warrnambool WAVE School co-ordinator Damian Farley agreed incidents of serious 
trauma were growing. 

“I’ve been teaching for more than a decade and I’ve noticed real growth in the past five 
years with the number of families experiencing disruption and conflict with housing, 
employment and ability to get kids to school,” he said 
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Toni Jenkins 
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MAY 29 2015 
 

 

 
 

Maddie Porter, 15, works on an art piece, as Kyia Brooks, 16, displays some of her 
finished work for the WAVE School Open Night. Picture: Rob Gunstone 
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MAY 27 2015 

 
Creative approach to crime and its impact 
at WAVE School expo 
Madeleine McNeil 
 

 
Lachie Peach, 16, relaxes in the skull chair he designed and constructed for the WAVE School open 
night. Picture: ROB GUNSTONE 

CRIME doesn’t pay — but creative people do. That’s the lesson WAVE School students 
have put into practise this term with various hands-on works showcasing their take on 
crime prevention. 

The creative exhibition, to be held tomorrow night, features an eclectic mix of woodwork, 
art, research projects, cooking, audio projects and photography which will be displayed. 



 43 

Some items will be for sale as part of the small business project at the Henna Street 
school. 

There will also be market stalls featuring handmade items, crafts, food and a martial arts 
display. 

WAVE School co-ordinator Damian Farley said some of the students’ work had a clear 
crime prevention message, focusing on specific crimes and their impacts, while others 
highlighted alternatives to crime.  

He said the 30 students, aged from 15-19, had shown a rare side of themselves and 
enjoyed being creative, while driving home an important message.  

Highlights of the program include working with audio producer Colleen Hughson, sharing 
their experiences and opinions on crime, and the chance for aspiring musicians to record 
and edit their vocals and rapping with sound engineer Sid Sprague.  

Listening stations will be available on the open night to hear their stories on topics 
including cyber bullying and domestic violence. 

A Department of Justice Community Crime Prevention Initiative grant helped fund the 
creative arts project at the alternative education school. 

“This is a cohort of kids who have probably seen more and experienced more than the 
average kid, therefore have more to say on a topic like crime prevention.  

“Whether it’s their experiences of crime, or their opinions on crime in the community, 
these are the kids that know. They’re putting themselves out there in some of their work,” 
Mr Farley said.  

Maddie Porter, 15, said painting provided her with another focus. 

“When I’m angry I like to paint so I don’t get into trouble, because I’ve been in heaps of 
trouble in the past. Painting has helped me heaps.” 

Lachie Peach, 16, designed and constructed a skull chair which he said reflected his 
personality. “It’s unusual for me to be creative so for me to be creative in something like 
this I was stunned.” 

Lachie encouraged the public to come along and view the students’ work on tomorrow 
evening.  

“I think people would really enjoy it. It’s lovely, the students and teachers are really nice,” 
he said.  

The open night runs from 5.30pm to 7.30pm.  
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FEBRUARY 28 2015 

 
Warrnambool forum seeks to address 
social, health problems of youth 
Jono Pech 
 

Problem behaviour among youth will be tackled with a new program researching the 
health and social issues facing young people in the south-west. 

 
Guest speaker Dr Bosco Rowland addresses the Communities That Care Warrnambool public forum 
at the Lighthouse Theatre.  Picture: Aaron Sawall 
 

Communities That Care Warrnambool held a public forum on Wednesday to gauge the 
problems affecting Warrnambool’s youth. 

So far 12 local schools and the VCAL programs at South West TAFE and the Wave 
School have also agreed to participate in a youth survey to identify the local unique 
profile of risk and protective factors.  

Communities That Care co-ordinator Cameron Price said the program aimed to promote 
the development of children and teenagers by preventing health and social problems, 
such as violence, alcohol and substance abuse and dropping out of school.  



 46 

“Communities That Care works to prevent health and social problems by reinforcing the 
protective factors that increase the likelihood of positive development and decreasing the 
risk factors that can lead to adverse outcomes for children and young people,” Mr Price 
said. 

“Evidence from the 500 communities around the world where it has been successfully 
implemented indicates that young people and the communities in which they live have 
benefited significantly. 

“By learning about and supporting Communities That Care, you can be part of that 
change for Warrnambool.” 

The survey and forum results will be used to help select programs to target areas of need. 
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A little work experience goes a long way 
for Tiana 
Matt Neal 
 
WAVE School students are getting a taste of work thanks to a new program at the school. 

 
Tiana Kladaric, 16, is the first WAVE School student to start an industry mentoring program at 
Warrnambool store Ishka. 
 

The school’s co-ordinator Damian Farley said the industry mentoring program was like a 
work experience program, but more specifically tailored to the students. 

“There are existing programs and opportunities that aim to prepare young people for 
work, but they are often too brief to provide ongoing learning for the student, or to allow a 
business to invest enough time in a student to do more than basic odd-jobs,” Mr Farley 
said. 

WAVE School tries to engage young people who have become severely disengaged from 
mainstream education by helping them achieve Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning 
certificates. 
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“For many (of our students) they are at an age where they are outgrowing the mainstream 
school environment, but they’re not yet ready for full-time employment,” Mr Farley said. 

“Industry mentoring bridges this gap.” 

The program kicked off yesterday, with WAVE School student Tiana Kladaric, 16, 
beginning her first day of mentoring at Ishka in Warrnambool, under the guidance of store 
manager Sahra Beckham. 

“I think it’s really important to give young people a chance to step out ... and have a go,” 
Ms Beckham said. 

“And I’m grateful for the opportunity it gives me to put back into the community.” 

Students will undertake weekly work experience sessions over a period of months in what 
is hoped to be “a more supported, ongoing experience” than traditional work experience, 
which typically happens in a couple of week-long slabs, Mr Farley said. 

“The aim of the program is to provide young people with a better introduction to, and 
immersion in, the world of work and specific industries they are interested in. All schools 
have work experience programs that provide students a snapshot of the world of work. 
However, these tend to be only a couple of weeks which restricts how much a student 
can learn and how valuable they can become to a business.  

“The industry mentoring program provides a more supported, ongoing experience.” 
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Heads down, bums up for Brophy bikers 
Everard Himmelreich 
 

A TEAM of 10 cyclists from Brophy Family & Youth Services is among the new teams to 
take on next month’s Murray to Moyne (M2M) long-distance cycle relay. 

 
Let’s roll: Brophy CEO Francis Broekman (left), IT co-ordinator Axel Goddyn, headpace regional 
manager Anne Waters and headspace awareness and engagement co-ordinator Karen Walsh. 
 

The team is raising funds for a new headspace Warrnambool project that will provide an 
innovative physical activity program for disadvantaged young people. 

The program will include canoeing, peer mentoring, environmental learning and skills for 
maintaining good mental health. 

Headspace spokeswoman Karen Walsh said the team had been in training since February 
for the April 5-6 ride. 

Team members will ride the daytime route in relay from Echuca to Port Fairy.  

The team includes two experienced M2M riders, Mark Powell and Brophy chief executive 
Francis Broekman, who will mentor and motivate the team. 



 51 

Ms Walsh said Brophy had decided to take part in the M2M to highlight the importance of 
physical activity in maintaining good mental health and to raise funds for the mental 
health project that it hopes to run in partnership with Warrnambool’s WAVE school later 
this year. 

“Every team member has been training hard and working on sponsorships to make sure 
we raise as much money as possible,” she said. 

The team will hold a fund-raising event at the Capitol Cinema at 7pm on Thursday, March 
27 with the screening of the film Tracks. 

The M2M is an annual charity cycling relay run since 1987 to raise funds for community 
health-related organisations in Victoria and South Australia.  

Teams of cyclists are sponsored to ride 520km from a choice of three departure points on 
the Murray River to Port Fairy within a 24-hour period. 

The event also incorporates lesser distances to include cyclists of all ages and abilities. 

M2M co-ordinator Maggie Leutton said about 1100 riders from 72 teams were so far 
registered to take part in the 2014 event, with more teams expected to register in the next 
few weeks. 

Ms Leutton said teams comprised up to 40 members this year after the event relaxed a 
restriction on the size of teams. 

M2M continues the dream of Port Fairy cyclist Graham ‘Woody’ Woodrup, who was keen 
to show more people the health and social benefits of cycling.  

Tragically, Woody’s life ended while on a training ride in February 1992 but his vision lives 
on in the relay. 

“Woody was one of the early adopters — one of the first people to understand the 
benefits of cycling,” Ms Leutton said. 

“This event came about because of his efforts and it’s fabulous to see members of his 
family still involved today,” she said. 

n Tickets to the Tracks night are $17 including light supper, available at Kulcha Shift 
Retail, 210 Timor Street, or at the Capitol Cinema.  
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Enticing teens back to the education 
system 
Sean McComish 
 

NEARLY 700 teenagers are at risk of homelessness, unemployment and crime across the 
south-west.  

The figures released by Skills Victoria also reveal up to 350 youths in Warrnambool alone 
are not enrolled in school or employed.  

Warrnambool’s WAVE school, which aims to get them back on track to school or training, 
is leading a campaign to find out what is behind the problem. Less than 50 young people 
are enrolled at WAVE.  

Co-ordinator Damian Farley said a generation of unskilled young people were facing an 
uphill battle to find work.  

“There’s a whole lot of kids out there who don’t go to school at all, they don’t go to TAFE 
and they’re not coming to a place like this,” Mr Farley said.  

Starting this week WAVE will use a simple idea — placing a blackboard at key sites 
around the city asking a simple question: “What would it take for you to go back to 
school?” 

“They may be distrustful or just over school — but this is a non-confrontational way of 
engaging with them,” Mr Farley explained.  

Silly comments or crude remarks will inevitably be chalked but there are hopes honest 
insights could give the school a starting point.  

“It recognises that there is a whole cohort of young people who aren’t sitting in school 
and that something needs to be done. We’re looking at a group who are resisting 
connecting or are simply being missed,” Mr Farley said.  

Project officer Jen Whitwell said poverty was a problem but there were still missing 
pieces to the problem.  

“It’s obviously not working,” she said.  

The blackboard will be used over the summer with hopes it might encourage people to 
enrol into a new school year.  

“We’ve had to take into consideration who can read and who can write,” Ms Whitwell 
said.  
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WAVE School teacher Tim Kelly (left) and co-ordinator Damian Farley are trying to find out how to get 
at-risk teenagers back into education or employment. 
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WAVE: a different way of learning   
Madeline McNeil  
 
THERE is a little-known secondary school in Warrnambool teaching important lessons to 
teenagers and equipping them for life. 

The WAVE School wants to raise awareness within the wider community about the role it 
plays in providing alternative education to 15 to 19 year olds.  

A recent Values Day explored what the WAVE School is and should be, what it is to be a 
WAVE student and focused on the school’s values of honesty, success and respect. 

Lead teacher Damian Farley said discussing the WAVE’s values promoted students’ 
ownership of the school. 

WAVE project officer Jen Whitwell said it was a “school of choice” and “an alternative 
pathway to academic achievement”. 

In the day’s activities the students spoke about their emotional issues, the life 
experiences they had in common and also their personal strengths. 

“We thought in order to promote the school we needed the students’ input. We wanted to 
find out from them what the school meant to them, so this was a way of finding out what 
they thought their strengths were, what the school looked like to them and how they felt 
about themselves,” Mr Farley said. 

Mrs Whitwell said the students used a suitcase to talk about their past experiences and 
what “baggage” they brought to school, then a tool kit to discuss their strengths and 
assets.  

“Everybody has baggage and it affects everybody differently. It crops up when you’re not 
expecting; what sort of baggage is typical that people bring to the school, what do you 
have in common? Then we have the toolbox — what strengths do you have to help you 
deal with the baggage and the choices that you’re making,” Mrs Whitwell said. 

Taylah Fitzgerald, 16, has attended WAVE for a year. “To me it’s for people who don’t fit 
into normal school. Here it makes you feel more comfortable and part of the group,” she 
said. 

Keynen Knight, 17, agreed: “We’re all at the same level and on the same page as all the 
other students, with everything, personality as well. We all know where we’re coming 
from. We’re all mates here.” 

The WAVE School is a small campus of Warrnambool College.  
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 Wave School students Keynen Knight and Tayla Fitzgerald say their school is a vital option for those 
who do not fit into the mainstream education system. 
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Waves of support for school's future 
Peter Collins 
 

It’s classtime as usual for Warrnambool’s alternative education WAVE school despite 
being warned earlier in the year it could be shut down because the building was unfit for 
use. 

Three politicians have taken the issue on board and a local Rotary club is organising to fix 
windows and stairs at the Henna Street venue which had previous lives as a quarry and 
YMCA centre. 

More than two months after revelation of three audits which found the 51-year-old 
building below education department standards, a time limit is yet to be announced for 
the necessary repairs. 

“We are hopeful of government support,” said Mary Pendergast, principal of 
Warrnambool College which operates the school. 

“There has been a lot of moral support from the community. 

“We aim to hold a public meeting after we know the outcome of our requests to the 
politicians.” 

A presentation was made to Education Minister Martin Dixon, South West Coast MP and 
multi-portfolio minister Denis Napthine mentioned the plight in a cabinet meeting and 
federal Wannon MP Dan Tehan visited to meet students. 

Warrnambool City Council will assist with an engineer to compile a list of repair jobs. 

The school offers a supporting education environment for students aged 15-19 to 
complete a Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) qualification. 
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Students serve up rescue plan 
 

 
Member for Wannon Dan Tehan bites into a pizza cooked up by WAVE school students  
(l-r) Luke Goodwin, Nicky Warren and Caitie Wilks during talks about how to save the school. Picture: 
Leanne Pickett 
 

STUDENTS at Warrnambool's WAVE school cooked pizzas and served them with a menu 
of personal anecdotes when Wannon MP Dan Tehan checked out their classrooms at risk 
of being condemned. 

He heard how their lives had been turned around through the alternative Victorian 
Certificate of Advanced Learning school. 

Recent audits have found the 51-year-old building, which once served as a YMCA venue, 
is unsuitable as an education venue. 

Preliminary estimates have put the figure for repair or replacement at $500,000. 

A public campaign has been launched to help find the money and put pressure on state 
and federal governments. 

This week's visit by Mr Tehan was arranged by WAVE student Monique Shalders who is 
organising a community petition which is expected to be circulated later this week. She 
hopes to gather more than 1000 signatures to present to State Parliament. 
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Mr Tehan said he was impressed by the students who had previously been disengaged 
from mainstream education and were now looking to gain employment or further 
qualifications. 

"This learning space is quite unique," he said. 

"The first step is to get a quote for what needs to be done. I said I would then write to the 
Minister for Education and Minister for Indigenous Affairs to seek if they could help in 
restoring the facility." 

Mr Tehan also met the principal and vice-principal of Warrnambool College and the 
WAVE school manager during his visit. 
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School's SOS sparks forum 
Peter Collins 
 

 
South West LLEN CEO Toni Jenkins (right) with Warrnambool College principal Mary Pendergast and 
WAVE School manager James Matthews at the WAVE School. 
 
A FORUM will be held to look at ways of saving a school for disengaged students after 
safety audits found the building needs urgent repairs estimated at $500,000. 

Community support has been rising since The Standard highlighted the plight last 
Saturday for the Warrnambool Alternative VCAL Education (WAVE) School. 

Its 32 students from across the district, who had previously dropped out of mainstream 
education, face an uncertain future unless funds can be found for renovations or an 
alternative venue. 

South West Local Learning and Employment Network executive office Toni Jenkins said 
yesterday there was increasing awareness in the wider community on the benefits of 
continuing the facility. 

“People have been stopping me in the street asking what they could do to help,” she 
said. 

“There will be a public forum in the near future to look at how to move forward. 
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“I believe it’s time Warrnambool addressed the issue of re-engaging people who have 
fallen through cracks in mainstream education. 

“There’s still a perception that the WAVE school is for kids who are bad or not very bright. 

“But that’s not the case. 

“These are kids who for many reasons don’t succeed in the normal system and we are 
trying to reach them with a facility where they can achieve. 

“Sometimes there only needs to be a single barrier, even in primary school, which turns 
them off and stops them achieving their potential. 

“If kids don’t have the building blocks to reading before kindergarten they’ll struggle.” 
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WAVE School student launches rescue 
campaign 
Jono Pech 
 

 
Monique Shalders has enlisted the help of Warrnambool City councillor Michael Neoh in her campaign 
to keep open the Wave School in Henna Street.  
 

TEENAGE student Monique Shalders is taking charge to save the school that once saved 
her. 

The 15-year-old last week started a petition and has written to Warrnambool City 
councillors and local MPs, seeking help to save the Warrnambool Alternative VCAL 
Education (WAVE) School from closure. 

After learning the Henna Street venue was at risk of being shut down without $500,000 
for repairs, she told community leaders of her past learning difficulties and how the 
school had helped her overcome a disinterest in education. 

Monique said a trad it ional high school environment was not for her. 

"I didn't fit in and didn't adjust at all after a year-and-a-half," she said. 

"I didn't want to learn. Mum couldn't get me up for school and I started to rebel." 
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Too young for TAFE, Monique started at the WAVE School and found it the perfect fit . 
She is now a qualified professional wax therapist and make-up artist, has completed year 
11 VCAL and is continuing with VCE studies at the school to expand her knowledge of 
the beauty industry. 

"It was a lot better than any mainstream school could have been for me," Monique said. 

"I was very disappointed to learn it was facing closure because I would like others in my 
position to have the same opportunities the school gave me. 

"It's more one-on-one learning, so you have more support." 

Warrnambool City councillor Michael Neoh said WAVE provided those not suited to 
traditional schools another chance to prepare for the workforce. 

"The outcomes they've achieved here with facilities that aren't that modern show they 
could do miracles with some more resources," Cr Neoh said. 

"It's my hope that funding can be found to renovate or move to a suitable facility." 

He said he expected the council to back Monique's efforts in seeking state and federal 
funding. 

Member for South Coast Denis Napthine is awaiting response from Education Minister 
Martin Dixon and said he was determined to keep the program running. 

"There's a few options that need to be explored but what is clear is the wave school does 
a terrific job in engaging young people who would otherwise not be attending school and 
be disadvantaged for the rest of their lives as a result," he said. 

"A high percentage of people in the school are young mothers, people from indigenous 
backgrounds and people who just don't fit into a normal school environment. 

"Having the WAVE School as an alternate setting is really invalueable in providing 
educational opportunities and life skills to develop to those young people. 
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School in jeopardy: $500,000 appeal to 
rescue building 
Peter Collins 
 

 
WAVES School manager James Matthews (left), Warrnambool College principal Mary 
Pendergast and South West Local Learning and Employment Network CEO Toni Jenkins 
inspect the roof which is in need of repairs.  
 

AN alternative Warrnambool school that rescues disengaged young people is at risk of 
being shutdown after three audits found serious faults in the building. 

It will cost an estimated $500,000 to rejuvenate the venue which is set in the 51-year-old 
former YMCA centre on the corner of Henna and Lava streets near the CBD. 

If alternative facilities cannot be found soon there are fears the 32 students at the 
Warrnambool Alternative VCAL Education (WAVE) School will be forced out on to the 
streets and lose their chance to achieve improved education standards. 

Community and business leaders are being urged to step in and try to raise sufficient 
funds to keep the service running in the hope more government support will follow. 
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It is understood one of the auditing agencies could recommend it be condemned. 

The Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority has told Warrnambool College, 
which operates the school, there are serious occupational health and safety issues which 
would prevent the building from being re-accredited as an education venue. It needs a 
new roof and windows, stairway replacement, electrical re-wiring and several other 
upgrades including the toilet section. 

The Education Department yesterday confirmed it was reviewing a number of schools, 
including the WAVE campus. 

“The Department is working in consultation with the WAVE campus to ensure the 
program will continue to be delivered to local students in appropriate facilities,” a 
spokesman said. 

Warrnambool College principal Mary Pendergast told The Standard yesterday the audit 
reports had arrived only in the past few weeks and threw the whole program into 
jeopardy. 

“This took a long time to build, but could be ruined in a day,” she said. 

“This program is vital in improving the social health of Warrnambool by providing 
opportunities for children who drop out of the normal education system. 

“It gives them a future and a chance for a career.” 

The building operated for many years as a YMCA centre and roller hockey rink before 
becoming a community school annexe operated by Brauer College for several years 
before being disbanded. 

Eight years ago it was reopened by the South West Local Learning and Employment 
Network. 

Network executive officer Toni Jenkins said there had been many success stories where 
students turned their lives around through the program and found employment. 

“We are appealing for help from the Warrnambool community to either raise sufficient 
money for the repairs or find another suitable place,” she said. “We know the building is 
not a palace, but it’s in a great location.” 

Anyone keen to help save the school can contact Ms Jenkins on 5561 0047. 
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30 March 2012 
 

Warrnambool school faces $500K repair bill 
A school providing Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning courses in Warrnambool is 
struggling to survive. 

The Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority has deemed the building used by the 
WAVE school, in Henna Street, is unfit for use and courses done there will not be recognised. 

The executive officer of the South West Local Learning and Employment Network, Toni 
Jenkins, says $500,000 is needed for repairs. 

She says the school is helping disengaged young people complete their education. 

"Too many of them they've never been engaged in education and their life has been one of 
disadvantage and for whatever reasons they've never really been able to be in a stable 
enough environment to connect well with education," she said. 

"It's a fairly old building that's been used for many different purposes over the years. 

"It was originally the YMCA and over the years it hasn't had any maintenance or money put 
into it and it now is not compliant." 
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School of thought as WAVE is launched 
Tina Liptai 
 

 
At the WAVE program launch are (back from left) WAVE co-ordinator James Matthews, Kirrae Wurrong 
elder Lenny Clarke and (front) students Toni Arnold, 16, with daughter Alexa-Jade Parnell, and James 
Dennis, 19. 
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THIS school only has three rules. Respect. Honesty. Success. 

And they were all on display as students welcomed the community to the official opening 
ceremony of the Warrnambool Alternative VCAL Education (WAVE) program. 

The project offers young students the chance to complete high school studies in a 
supportive environment with their education tailored to specific needs. 

The program was started four years ago by Hawkesdale College but has been run as a 
satellite school of Warrnambool College since November last year. 

WAVE co-ordinator James Matthews said he was proud of the progress the students had 
already made this year. 

They had completed a number of projects, including designing the school’s logo, building 
a coop for the chickens and beginning work on a mural, Mr Matthews said. 

“We are the last chance at education for most of these kids,” he said. 

“These kids don’t fit into the mainstream education.” 

Kirrae Wurrong elder Lenny Clarke was part of the official opening and said he was 
pleased to see a school like this for young people. 

“It’s so important not to leave any kids behind in education,” he said. 

“It’s important in any society.” 

Instead of completing the traditional VCE requirements, students aged between 15 and 
19 will pursue a Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) qualification at the 
refurbished facilities in Henna Street. 

Among the students who were celebrating the re-launch of the school was 16-year-old 
mother Toni Arnold, who sees the school as her only way of completing a high school 
education and giving her eight-month-old daughter Alexa-Jade a good start to life. 

“I want to be a better mum for her and be able to help her with her homework when the 
time comes,” she said. 

She is one of six young mothers who attend the WAVE school, which has a nursery for 
their children. 

Toni said family problems had made concentrating in mainstream school impossible for 
her and she had been expelled a number of times. But at WAVE she was able to get the 
support she needed. 

“It’s more flexible than other schools and the class sizes are smaller,” she said. 

Toni said she hoped to get a job in hospitality or aged care when she finished school. 
About 35 students attend the school. 

Mr Matthews said close links with Brophy, WDEA, South West TAFE and the Kikkabush 
co-operative would help the students achieve their goals. 
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Healthy habits are worth fighting for 
Tina Liptai 
 

 
Waves community school, teaching kids how to box. Pictured is Corey Davey 19 at front, b ack L-R is 
Rebecca Hockey 17, Brittney Purcell 15, Helena McKenzie 15, Andrea Jeffries- instructor, Danial 
Bates 15, Michelle Thorne 18, Christopher Hopgood 19.  
 
HEALTHY habits are worth fighting for and a group of youngsters has come out swinging. 

The students will take part in a new boxing fitness program as part of their study through 
the Warrnambool Alternative VCAL Education (WAVE) program. 

WAVE project co-ordinator James Matthews said students would stay out of the boxing 
ring. 

However, the program would teach them basic boxing skills to promote alternative fitness 
activities and build confidence while helping them find a positive outlet to vent emotions. 

"We're hoping to use boxing for fitness, as a way to deal with anger management and 
develop skills," Mr Matthews said. 

"We don't have anger issues here (at the school) but anger has been a problem for some 
of them in the past and this is just one constructive way to teach them deal with it." 

Based on promoting similar values, Portland Boxing Club president Gary King is set to 
start a daily boxing program to keep young offenders out of trouble while developing 
fitness, discipline and respect. 
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The WAVE project offers students who cannot , or choose not to, complete VCE with an 
alternative study option tailored to their individual needs while gaining a Victorian 
certificate of applied learning qualification. 

Among those keen to get involved in the program was 19-year-old Corey Davey. 

"I've done martial arts before but I've never done boxing and it sounds like a pretty 
interesting thing to do," he said. 

"It will be good to get some anger out and stuff but I'll get a bit fitter and learn something 
new too." 

Mr Matthews said that about half of the 30 students involved in the project had shown 
interest in the boxing program. 

He said he was pleased boxing instructor Andrea Jefferies had volunteered to hold a 
weekly class at the community school. 

Ms Jefferies said traditional fitness activities, games and sports were not for everyone 
and she hoped to show the students different ways to be active. 

"It's good to have choices about different ways to have a healthy lifestyle and fitness," Ms 
Jefferies said. 

"I'll be looking to improve their overall fitness levels and hopefully teach them how to look 
after themselves better and incorporate fitness activities into their life." 

Ms Jefferies said the program needed donations or the loan of boxing equipment 
including gloves, mits and punching bags and appealed for anyone who could help the 
program to contact the school. 
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WAVE project offers another way to learn 
Meagan Rooth 
 

 
WAVE project co-ordinator Jim Matthews believes it will be a vital educational alternative. Picture: 
Angela Milne 
 

AN INNOVATIVE new era of specialised education has rolled into Warrnambool. 

The Warrnambool Alternative VCAL Education (WAVE) project offers young students the 
chance to complete high school studies in a supportive environment. 

Instead of completing the traditional VCE requirements, students aged between 15 and 
19 will pursue a Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) qualification at 
refurbished facilities in Henna Street. 

WAVE project co-ordinator Jim Matthews said students would have a course designed to 
suit their individual needs. 

"This is an alternative year 11 and 12 course for students who are unable or choose not 
to complete VCE," Mr Matthews explained. 

"Our course will be a VCAL course but our setting will provide a unique alternative to 
students who don't feel comfortable or cannot participate in mainstream schools. 

"I think WAVE is a suitable metaphor. We are really talking about the waves of change 
here, as well as making a few of our own waves." 



 76 

The first project for Mr Matthews is to renovate the old YMCA building on the corner of 
Henna Street and Lava Street. 

A new recreational room, garden area, kitchen and classrooms are planned for the run-
down site. Mr Matthews, who has been teaching in the region for 27 years, said 
Warrnambool College was supervising the program. 

"I have been impressed by the positive approach from Warrnambool College which is 
now the auspicing school," he said. 

"The college gets very high academic results but is interested in supporting all students 
into a positive pathway in life." 

While learning is the focus of the WAVE project, students will have access to youth 
workers and support agencies. 

Partnerships have also been made with the police, Brophy Family Services, WestVic 
Staffing Solutions and South West TAFE. 

Mr Matthews said the specialised attention would pave the way to a career or tertiary 
education. 

''Some of our students will have young babies, some will have had a fractured schooling 
history, others may have encountered cultural problems and others simply just don't 
operate well in a secondary school world of bells, uniform, different classes, different 
teachers," he said. 

The project also aims to involve young Koori and Sudanese students. 

Prospective pupils are being interviewed and an open day is planned. 

"We will design our course to match these students and there will be an official public 
open-day in the coming months.” 
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Blitz gives old school building a new look  
Andrew Thomson 
 

 
Students Natasha Vail, 18, Ebony Cartledge, 17, Mick White from Western District Employment 
Access and Bunnings manager Paul Hughes (rear) help clean-up the Henna Street community school. 
Picture: Cassie Cowling 
 

WARRNAMBOOL'S version of Backyard Blitz has helped transform the old community 
school on Henna Street into something fresher and brighter.Two teachers, Anne Murphy 
and Mag Rooney, work out of the building taking 31 teenagers who are unable to attend 
mainstream school due to their personal situations.The students undertake a community 
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning course and are taught literacy, numeracy, 
cooking and other basic life skills.Lunch is also provided and it's often the only 
guaranteed meal for the young people on any given day.Mrs Murphy said it was terrific 
for the students to realise the community was there to support them.``We're planning a 
thank you dinner for the workers and the organisers using our new stove and kitchen 
setting,'' she said.``This group of young people are often forgotten. They drop out of 
school and no one picks them up. We assist in education and gaining skills for 
employment. This has given everyone a real boost.''Bunnings Warehouse manager Paul 
Hughes and radio 3YB general manager Peter Headen helped co-ordinate the clean-
up.``The most pleasing aspect was the kids were really keen to get involved. They were 
on the brushes and rollers and it was amazing how much was able to be achieved,'' Mr 
Hughes said. 
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